Join us for an exciting autumn season of collaborative public programs, including art and photography exhibits, a theater performance based on “The Things They Carried,” film screenings, veteran speakers, book discussions and a dinner with authentic Vietnamese cuisine!  Events begin Sept. 14 and conclude Nov. 17.   

I. ON THE SAME PAGE events in Northampton
A series of events in September and October to encourage community participation in the On The Same Page read of Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried, a critically acclaimed novel of the Vietnam War.  Program organizers have planned these events to not only explore the book’s themes, but also to create community understanding about and respect for veterans, and to encourage dialogue about war and the issues war veterans may face at home.  Co-sponsors include the Forbes Library, the Veterans Education Project, Broadside Bookstore, Northampton Veterans Services, Northampton City Council, the Soldier On Shelter for Homeless Veterans, and the UMass Asian Arts and Culture Dept. and Fine Arts Center. All events, except the dinner, are free. Go to www.forbeslibrary/OTSP for more information.
Wednesday, September 14 at 6:30
The Quiet American (2002)  
A feature film starring Michael Caine, Brendan Fraser, Do Hai Yen, Do Thi Hai Yen; Directed by Phillip Noyce; Michael Caine received a well-deserved nomination for Best Actor Oscar at the Academy Awards.  This feature film is based on Graham Greene’s critically acclaimed novel of the same title, about French and early American involvement in Vietnam and American idealism run amok. A post screening discussion will be moderated by Chris Myers, U.S. State Department A.I.D., Vietnam ‘67-’68. At the Forbes Library's Coolidge Museum, 20 West St.
September 20 -- 30: “I Was There”: Stories of War and Homecoming, an exhibit of photographic portraits of Vietnam veterans by David Turner, a professional photographer and instructor at the Hallmark Institute of Photography.  The World War Two Club, 50 Conz Street

Wednesday, September 21 at 7:00
The Things They Carried and They Still Carry
Panel discussion about coping with war’s emotional aftermath, with Vietnam veterans Don Chevannes and Cherie Rankin, and Cathy Tenerowicz, a V.A. staff member who is a veteran, mother of two Iraq/Afghanistan veterans and wife of a Vietnam veteran. Panel moderated by Steve Connor, Northampton Veterans Services Officer. Co-sponsored by Northampton’s City Council, Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affair’s Committee, the Human Rights Commission, Soldier On, and the Veterans Education Project. World War II Club, 50 Conz Street
Wednesday, October 5 at 7:00
The Vietnam War: Over there and over here

Part of the Forbes Library Local History/Local Novelists Reading Series
Featuring poet and writer Doug Anderson, U.S. Navy, Vietnam, ’67-’68, author of The Moon Reflected Fire and Keep Your Head Down: A memoir of Vietnam, the Sixties and a journey of self discovery;  writer Peggy Perri, U.S. Army, Vietnam ’67-’68; writer Tom Weiner, author of Called to Serve: The Stories of the Men and Women Affected by the Vietnam Draft; le thi diem thuy, novelist and performance artist, writer if The Gangster We All Are Looking For. Forbes Library's Coolidge Museum, 20 West St.
Tuesday, Oct. 18 at 5:30 to 7:30
Café Saigon Night at Sylvester’s

Authentic Vietnamese cuisine, remarks by Jim Munroe, U.S.M.C. veteran, Vietnam '68-'69.  $10 -- $20 per person, reservations required (Go to www.forbeslibrary/OTSP or purchase tickets at Broadside Bookstore, 247 Main St.) At Sylvester’s Restaurant, 111 Pleasant Street

Facilitated book discussions:  Monday, Sept. 26, Forbes Library, 2:00 p.m.;  Monday, Oct. 3, Broadside Books, 7:00 p.m.; Tuesday, Oct.  4, 10:30 a.m., Lily Library, Florence;  Tuesday, Oct. 11, 6:30 p.m.  The Veterans Education Project will attempt to arrange discussion participation by Vietnam veterans.  Copies of the book are available in Northampton libraries and at area bookstores. FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO www.forbeslibrary/OTSP.
II. Events at UMass, Amherst  

www.fineartscenter.com
WAR VETERANS: A Commemoration through Art, Theater, Literature, and Film

October 31 through November 19, 2011

In collaboration with the Veterans Education Project of Amherst, the Springfield Vet Center, UMass Student Center Art Gallery, UMass Veteran Services, and the Northampton ON THE SAME PAGE community read of The Things They Carried, the UMass Fine Arts Center presents a series of events in November, 2011 to honor and commemorate veterans for serving our country.  All events—except for theater events—are free.  For information on ordering tickets and directions to venues, go to www.fineartscenter.com
November 2, 7:30PM, Bowker Auditorium
The American Place Theatres Literature to Life State Presentation of
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
 This masterwork of contemporary literature is a collection of inter-related short fiction pieces is written by veteran Tim O’Brien, based in part on his experiences in the combat infantry during the Vietnam War.  O'Brien presents a realistic close up of war and the impact it has on an Army infantry platoon. The author's compelling descriptions of events and the blurred line he establishes between truth and reality, fact and fiction, all help to make his journey unforgettable.  To purchase tickets, click below.  https://umafacweb1.admin.umass.edu/Online/defaultN.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=382A0F27-D8A2-404A-A884-259BF560754A&sessionlanguage=
October 31 – November 19

Creative Expressions – An Art Exhibit by War Veterans 
UMass Student Union Art Gallery. 

This exhibit will feature art works in a variety of medium and subject matters.

Opening Reception – November 2, 5-7PM 
Gallery Hours – Monday-Thursday – 10AM - 5PM

                           Friday – Saturday - 10AM – 3PM  

November 2 – November 18

I Was There – Stories of War and Homecoming
A Photographic Exhibition at the UMass Memorial Hall

A collection of portraits of Veterans by photographer David Turner paired with stories that explore themes of Tim O’Brien’s book. Co-sponsored by the Hallmark Institute. Memorial Hall
November 5-9-15 
War on Film in the Campus Center Cape Cod Lounge (go to www.fineartscenter.com for information) Featuring war-related movies ranging from drama to documentary and comedy.  Veterans from the VEP will participate in a discussion following the 6:30 p.m., Nov. 15 screening of the documentary Restrepo, nominated for a 2011 “Best Picture” Academy Award. The film documents the trying year of a combat infantry company in Afghanistan and the inner battles some of its soldiers face after their tour of duty. 
November 17, 5PM

Art and the War Experience
Campus Center Cape Cod Lounge 
A panel of artists and writers whose work has been motivated and informed by military and wartime experience, and explores the experience of  war and homecoming.  Featuring Vietnam veteran and writer Doug Anderson (author of the award-winning collection of poetry about the Vietnam war, The Moon Reflected Fire and a memoir of service as a corpsman with UCMC infantry), artist Matt Mitchell, who is painting portraits of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans for his national  “100 Faces of War Experience” project, and Tyler Boudreau, a former USMC infantry officer, Iraq veteran, UMass graduate student, and author of a wartime memoir, Packing Inferno, and a novel in  progress. 

